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When it comes to addressing  
downtown congestion, the 

Lafayette City Council agrees – ev-
ery single option comes with a cost, 
and it’s not just fi nancial.
 The council reviewed proposed 
solutions to the traffi c problems of 
downtown Lafayette from city staff 
and engineering consultants Arup 
at the Jan. 22 meeting but ultimate-
ly requested the item be continued 
to the Feb. 12 city council meet-
ing and directed city staff to come 
back with further information on 
key issues and specifi cs on the ben-
efi ts and tradeoffs of traffi c signal 
coordination and further study of 
a possible pedestrian bridge over 
Moraga Road. Council members 
also requested more information on 
a funding plan and suggested drop-
ping the Oakhill pedestrian over-
pass idea. 
 In 2015 the city received fund-
ing for a comprehensive study of 
congestion in the downtown area 
including projections for future 
increases in traffi c. Since then, 
together with Arup, the city has 
come up with a list of 12 possible 
options, both short- and long-term, 
which have been discussed at mul-
tiple community and steering com-
mittee meetings, with sometimes 
heated input from residents. 
 This city council meeting was 
no exception. 
 However, at this meeting sev-
eral members of the public spoke 
in favor of an option that has not 
made it to the city’s list of strategies 
– that of a footbridge over Mora-
ga Way in place of the pedestrian 
crossings that currently necessitate 
frequent traffi c stops, especially at 
school drop-off and pickup times.
 City Transportation Planner 
James Hinkamp said that contrary 
to popular opinion, delays on Mor-
aga Road are not just due to pe-
destrians crossing but rather to the 
sheer travel demand. He said that 
staff are concerned with the geom-
etry of a footbridge, pointing out 
that to get the 16-foot elevation re-
quired, it would be diffi cult to build 
the length of ramps needed at a less 
than 5 percent slope to be ADA 
compatible. He also made the point 
that over time, given the projec-
tions for traffi c growth, any benefi t 
in reduction of pedestrian-caused 
traffi c stops would be offset.

 An alternative long-term pro-
posal for the Brook Street intersec-
tion (No. 9 on the map) is to realign 
Brook Street and School Street, 
with the demolition of the Masonic 
Lodge, creating one curved inter-
section. Most of the public com-
ments were strongly against such 
a proposal, citing concerns that 
more traffi c would cut through the 
residential Brook Street as a result, 
with at least one speaker referring 
to it as the “Brook Street bypass.”
 Council Member Mike Ander-
sen requested more information on 
the benefi ts of the footbridge and 
was keen to explore it further as an 
option. 
 In fact Andersen made the point 
that he doesn’t want to see a traffi c 
system based solely on moving cars 

through and wants a commitment 
that any ideas can accommodate 
pedestrians in a reasonable manner 
when the city is encouraging walk-
ability from downtown communi-
ties.
 For example, having a two-lane 
right turn from northbound Moraga 
Road onto Mt. Diablo Boulevard 
would mean losing the pedestrian 
crossing at that point, due to com-
promised visibility for drivers in 
the second lane, which would mean 
pedestrians would potentially have 
to cross in three spots to get across.
 The 12 proposals, some short-
term and some long-term, includ-
ing adding a second right hand turn 
lane at Mt. Diablo Boulevard from 
Moraga Road northbound (No. 12 
on the map) and adding a south-

bound left turn lane at Moraga 
Road and Moraga Boulevard (No. 
2 on the map), come with various 
price tags. At an estimated cost of 
$4 million to $6 million  a pedestri-
an bridge is one of the more pricey 
options, but similar to the cost of 
the Brook Street/School Street re-
alignment.
 Mayor Don Tatzin said that 
it was clear something has to be 
done at the Brook Street intersec-
tion. “When Brook Street realign-
ment was proposed 20 years ago it 
got the same reaction as tonight,” 
he said, noting that they don’t need 
to do it for 10 years and “maybe 
never.”
 One thing is clear; whichever 
steps are taken will involve trad-
eoffs. 
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Due to a change 
in reporting by the 
Lafayette Police 
Department, we 

were unable to get complete 
information before press time.

City Council 
Monday, Feb. 12, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Feb. 20, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Feb. 12, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, Feb. 7, 7 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, Feb. 21, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Offi ce Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us
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Traffic solutions, all options still being explored
By Pippa Fisher

Many ideas for solving traffi  c woes, but no silver bullet.  Image provided

First Orinda, 
now Lafayette 
considers 
LimeBike
By Pippa Fisher

Lafayette is joining neighbor-
ing cities in considering in-

troducing dockless bike sharing 
for its residents.
 The city council heard a pre-
sentation from LimeBike repre-
sentative Sam Dreiman at its Jan. 
22 meeting.
 The young, Bay Area com-
pany launched in June and has 
since introduced its bike-sharing 
program in multiple cities and 
on college campuses across the 
country. What sets this company 
apart from other bike-sharing 
companies is the fact that it 
works without requiring bike 
racks be installed, and comes 
therefore at no cost to cities and 
with more fl exibility to users.
 The customer uses an app on 
their smartphone to locate a near-
by GPS-equipped, lime-colored 
bike. Customers use their phone 
to scan and unlock the bike and 
then the bike is all theirs until 
they are done with it, wherever 
that may be. The rental is over 
once the customer closes the 
back lock, parking it in a permis-
sible spot. At that point the bike 
is available for another customer 
who will locate it for their ride. 
At $1 per 30 minutes, the cost is 
much lower than traditional bike-
sharing programs.
 The app provides information 
on locally recommended parking 
spots.
 Dreiman explained that the 
company’s aim is to provide a 
sustainable solution to fi rst and 
last mile transportation. He not-
ed too that Walnut Creek is just 
starting its own LimeBike pro-
gram.
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Thinking of downsizing or possibly
need a bigger home?

Wondering if this is the time?

The answer is YES!

Our expectations are that the market will 
remain strong. Interest rates have risen 

slightly since the New Year and could go
up more. There is no time like the

present to buy or sell a home.

If your heart desires to find that dream 
home, give Pamela or Melanie a call.
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Melanie Peterson-Katz
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925.765.4444
melanie.peterson@pacunion.com
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